
ESIC Open Data System Touchpoint #1

Where we are currently with existing investments



Enabling everyone to discover, use and add to diverse evidence from around the 
world

● A connected system of living evidence data repositories with data standards, 
interoperability & quality assurance

○ Deliver open, harmonised, synthesis-ready data

● Empower those traditionally excluded from power

● Be driven by and accountable to diverse evidence users

● Harness the capability of AI, cognisant of limitations & uncertainty

● Focused on data / evidence for synthesis, so NOT:

○ duplicating existing evidence synthesis tools / platforms (but will 
support them)

○ trying to be a new database for the whole of science
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(Image taken from the ESIC Roadmap)



AI-enabled 
enhancements

Living evidence 
repository

Evidence data 
sources

Evidence use

High level architecture
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Living evidence 
repository
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Living evidence repository

DESTINY
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Living evidence repository

DESTINY

SOLACE-AI
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Living evidence repository

DESTINY

SOLACE-AI

Jacobs 
(education)

7



Living evidence repository

DESTINY

SOLACE-AI

Jacobs 
(education)

GALENOS
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Living evidence repository

LEAD 
(dementia)

DESTINY

SOLACE-AI

Jacobs 
(education)

GALENOS
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Living evidence repository

LEAD 
(dementia)

METIUS: 
sustainable 

development

METIUS: 
education

METIUS: 
crime & 
justice

DESTINY

METIUS: 
environment & 

society
SOLACE-AI

Jacobs 
(education)

GALENOS
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Living evidence 
repository
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Evidence Data Sources

Bibliographic databases

Trials registries

UN and Government Repositories

Other types of grey literature

Community contributions

Local data sources

Living evidence 
repository
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Evidence Data Sources

Bibliographic databases
* OpenAlex *

Trials registries

UN and Government Repositories

Other types of grey literature

Community contributions

* DESTINY, SOLACE-AI, Jacobs, GALENOS *

Local data sources

Living evidence 
repository
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Evidence Products / Outputs

Open APIs

Discovery interface

Mapping interfaces

Evidence synthesis tools

Data provider

Bulk export

Living evidence 
repository
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Evidence Products / Outputs

Open APIs * V.1 published *

Discovery interface
* V.1 search published *

Mapping interfaces
* Prototype UI *

Evidence synthesis tools
* Connections scoped *

Data provider

Bulk export

Living evidence 
repository
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Enhancements

Get the full text

Get the abstract

Deduplicate 
these records

Data ‘as 
reported’

Taxonomies / 
vocabularies

AI-enabled / 
human-in-

the-loop

Enhanced 
data

Living evidence 
repository

(Initial versions of all above enhancements deployed)
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Enhancements in practice DESTINY Example

e.g. We start with only a DOI (❶). We use that DOI to get bibliographic metadata from OpenAlex (❷), but they don't have an abstract for that record, so we go to another source for the abstract (❸). Using the title and abstract we now have, 
we  run a relevance classifier and if the record is relevant, we run a taxonomy classifier (❹). On selected records we can then assess them for their transferability into various contexts (❺).

DOI

Reference

Bibliographic Metadata 
Enhancement

Abstract Enhancement

Annotation Enhancement 
(DESTINY Relevance and 

Taxonomy)

DOI

Reference

Bibliographic Metadata 
Enhancement

Abstract Enhancement

Annotation Enhancement 
(DESTINY Relevance and 

Taxonomy)

Annotation Enhancement 
(Transferability Model)

DOI

Reference

Bibliographic Metadata 
Enhancement

Abstract Enhancement

DOI

Reference

Bibliographic Metadata 
Enhancement

DOI

Reference 432 51
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DESTINY Example
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DESTINY Example
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DESTINY Example
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DESTINY Example
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DESTINY Example
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Evidence 
data sources Evidence use

Some core building blocks are in place
● The repository is open source: https://github.com/destiny-evidence/destiny-repository 
● The procedures are documented here: https://destiny-evidence.github.io/destiny-repository/
● The technical software development kit is documented here: https://destiny-evidence.github.io/destiny-

repository/sdk/schemas.html 
● There are already several groups working collaboratively across projects
● Semi-independent development and deployment of the AI-enabled enhancements (incl. ‘robots’) is 

supported by the architecture by design
● There’s lots still to do!
● We’re excited about the potential for future collaborative development

AI-enabled 
enhancements

Living evidence 
repository
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